
Weekly update
Week beginning 18-10-21 to

22nd October



News in brief…

• Many of you will be on half term next week. Once again, an exhausting start to 

a term and a new school year. Take time with those you love and ensure you 

get some rest. You do an amazing job in difficult times. You know where I am if 

I can help at all. AP

• To make the most of half-term, the NHS will be opening the national 

booking service for young people – 12 to 15-year-olds – to have their 

Covid vaccinations at existing vaccination centres.

• Central Bedfordshire Council has written to parents and guardians of 

school children warning of the dangers of "replicating games from the 

Squid Game programme". The Netflix South Korean thriller series tells 

the story of debt-ridden people competing for a huge cash prize in a 

deadly series of children's games. (I know some of you have also had to 

address this. AP)
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https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/


School led tutoring

• We will cover this topic in detail at our main briefing. AP

• On the 21st October, the EFSA released guidance: School-led 

tutoring: guidance and tracker tool. 

• There is now a tracker tool and calculator to enable you to track

how the money and, crucially, your contribution is being used. 

• It makes clear that three children doing an hour of tuition with one 

tutor is three hours of tuition not one. 

• The tracker and calculator tool is voluntary and schools are not 

obligated to use it. (I think it is helpful if you haven’t set up your own 

system. AP)
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-led-tutoring-conditions-of-grant


Birmingham SEND

• On the 19th October, the DfE issued a direction to Birmingham City 

Council due to its special educational needs and disability (SEND) 

service provision.

• This requires the council to take steps to improve its SEND 

services, including co-operating with the DfE appointed SEND 

Commissioner, John Coughlan.

• The inspection report states that sufficient progress has been made 

in addressing one of the 13 significant weaknesses identified at the 

initial inspection only, but has failed to make sufficient progress in 

12 other areas of significant weakness.

• The council is now required to submit a final accelerated progress 

plan (APP) in November to the DfE and NHS England.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/direction-issued-to-birmingham-city-council-october-2021


Attendance
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• On the 19th October, the government site ‘explore education statistics’ 

published the attendance for up to 14th October 2021:

• COVID-19 related pupil absence in state-funded schools was 2.6% this 

equates to:

➢81,000 pupils with a suspected case of coronavirus;

➢111,000 pupils with a confirmed case of coronavirus;

➢5,000 pupils absent from open settings due to attendance restrictions 
being in place to manage an outbreak.

(The presentation of these attendance slides has altered as the DfE have changed 

the style of their report. AP)

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/attendance-in-education-and-early-years-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/2021-week-42


Attendance statistics by type 
of school – 14th October:
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• Rates of pupil absence due to confirmed cases and isolation may be 

impacted by levels of testing:

➢ attendance in state-funded primary schools was 92.3% on 14th Oct, down 

from 92.6% on 30th Sept;

➢ attendance in state-funded secondary schools was 87.6% on 14th Oct, up 

from 86.3% on 30th Sept;

➢ attendance in state-funded special schools was 83.1% on 14th Oct, up from 

81.9% on 30th Sept. Attendance at special schools is typically lower than at 

mainstream settings;

➢ attendance in state-funded alternative provision was 59.6% on 14th Oct, up 

from 59.2% on 30th Sept.



Attendance statistics by teachers 
on site – 14th October: 
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• 1.8% of teachers and school leaders absent due to COVID-19 reasons in 

state-funded primary schools  on 14th Oct, up from 1.6% on 30th Sept.

• 1.8% of teachers and school leaders absent due to COVID-19 reasons in 

state-funded secondary schools  on 14th Oct, up from 1.7% on 30th

Sept.

• 2.0% of teachers and school leaders absent due to COVID-19 reasons in 

state-funded special schools on 14th Oct, down from 2.1% on 30th Sept.

• 1.7% of teachers and school leaders absent due to COVID-19 reasons in 

state-funded alternative provision on 14th Oct, up from 1.5% on 30th

Sept.



Attendance statistics by TAs on site –
14th October: 
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• 1.7% of teaching assistants and other staff absent due to COVID-19 

reasons in state-funded primary schools on 14th Oct, up from 1.6% on 

30th Sept.

• 1.4% of teaching assistants and other staff absent due to COVID-19 

reasons in state-funded secondary schools on 14th Oct, up from 1.1% on 

30th Sept.

• 1.9% of teaching assistants and other staff absent due to COVID-19 

reasons in state-funded special schools on 14th Oct, up from 2.1% on 30th

Sept.

• 1.9% of teaching assistants and other staff absent due to COVID-19 

reasons in state-funded alternative provision on 14th Oct, up from 1.7% 

on 30th Sept.



Early years coronavirus 
reporting

• On the 20th October, Ofsted 

updated the reported coronavirus 

(COVID-19) notifications by 

registered early years and 

childcare settings.

• On the 27th September, the 

number of reported notifications 

was 893, up from 855 at the last 

report.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1022542/Reported_coronavirus_COVID-19_notifications_by_registered_early_years_and_childcare_settings.csv/preview


CPD briefings in finance.
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A half-termly strategic update for finance officers, chief 

financial officers, bursars, business managers and anyone with 

financial responsibility. Led by David Bagley ACMA (CEO) and 

Lee Schofield. Delegates will receive: 

➢ updates on key issues;

➢ useful financial tools;

➢ understanding of changes in reporting requirements and 

financial regulations;

➢ clarity on expectations around financial compliance.

• 2nd update: Tuesday 7th December. 

• Venue: ZOOM Webinar. 9:00am – 90 minutes

• Cost:   £70(+VAT) per delegate, per update. 

For 

more 

information 

and 

to book, 

contact 

Tracy Davis

mailto:Tracy%20Davis%20%3ctracy.davis@drbignite.co.uk%3e


Effective Phonics in EYFS
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• For EYFS leaders and class teachers. During this session we will:

➢ improve your knowledge of systematic synthetic phonics;

➢ discuss reading in the School Inspection Handbook;

➢ understand the importance of phonological awareness;

➢ explore effective, age-appropriate strategies to support children in  

Phonics;

➢ discuss organisation and assessment in phonics.

• Dates: Thursday 11th November 2021 at 1:30pm - 3:00pm

• Venue: Zoom Webinar

• Cost:    £70 (+VAT)

For 

more 

information 

and 

to book, 

contact 

Tracy Davis

mailto:Tracy%20Davis%20%3ctracy.davis@drbignite.co.uk%3e

