
Weekly update
W/B 4-1-21

5th January 2021
Initial update following last night’s announcement. 

Weekly updates on Friday as normal.  



Happy new year

• It has been an interesting Christmas holiday, culminating in 

headteachers planning for eventualities that the DfE specifically stated 

would not happen. This has made for a challenging situation. As it stands 
(15:54 on 5th January): 

➢A DfE email to schools on Monday stated that: ‘all schools, alternative 

provision, special schools, and colleges will remain open to vulnerable 

children and young people and the children of critical workers only’ until at 

least February half term. However, a tweet at 10:06 pm said (see third bullet): 
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Happy new year

➢all early years providers (including registered childminders but not 

including reception years in primary schools) can remain open during this 

period of national lockdown; (Still no guidance on maintained nursery 

schools. AP)

➢exams will not go ahead in the expected format. Gavin Williamson and 

Ofqual will consult rapidly on an approach for alternative arrangements 

that will allow students to progress fairly. January BTECs will continue; 

➢children with at least one parent or carer who is listed as a critical worker 

are eligible for a school place. It is not necessary for both parents to be 

critical workers;

➢ the coronavirus (COVID-19) testing programme should be continued to 

enable weekly testing for staff and daily close contact testing for those 

staff and pupils attending secondary schools;
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Happy new year

➢as vulnerable children are expected to attend school full time, they 

should not be marked as Code X if they are not in school (except if they 

are shielding, self-isolating or quarantining);

➢schools should continue to provide meal options for all pupils who are in 

school. Meals should be available free of charge to all infant pupils and 

pupils who are eligible for benefits-related free school meals who are in 

school;

➢schools should also continue to provide free school meals or food parcels 

for pupils who are eligible for benefits related free school meals who 

are not attending school (No news on vouchers as yet. AP);

➢clinically extremely vulnerable people are to start shielding again, as they 

did during the first lockdown.
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Critical workers

• On 5th January, the DfE updated its guidance on children of critical 

workers and vulnerable children who can access schools or 

educational settings. 

• This removes all references to the tiered system, but the definitions 

of critical workers remain the same. 

• The definition of vulnerable children was broadened in September

and now includes those who may have difficulty engaging with 

remote education at home and care leavers etc. 

• In terms of critical workers, it states that ‘children with at least one 

parent or carer who is a critical worker can go to school or college 

if required’. (Is that a school judgement or parental? It does not say

that: ‘where children can stay at home, they should’. AP)
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision#vulnerable-children-and-young-people


National tutoring programme

• On the 4th January, the NTP updated its contingency plans from 

January 2021.

• Having previously not allowed tuition online to pupils in their

homes, they have now announced that 18 of their tuition partners 

can now do this.

• Before delivery begins, schools and tuition partners need to confirm 

whether the pupil has access to suitable technology at home.

• More Tuition Partners will be added to the list able to do home 

tutoring shortly.

• Schools with cancelled or postponed sessions should contact their 

Tuition Partners. 
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https://nationaltutoring.org.uk/news/ntp-update-on-school-contingency-plans-from-january-2021


Increasing data allowances on 
mobile devices

• On the 21st December, the DfE updated its guidance called: get help 

with technology during coronavirus (COVID-19).

• The DfE is working in partnership with mobile network operators to help 

schools support disadvantaged pupils in years 3 to 11 who rely on a 

mobile internet connection when their face-to-face education is 

disrupted by coronavirus (COVID-19).

• Currently, this includes: EE, Three, Sky Mobile, SMARTY, Tesco Mobile 

and Virgin Mobile. More may join. 

• The detail of each provider offer is here. They are limited, so act quickly.

• Requests can be made by schools and trusts on behalf of parents here.

Mobile numbers and providers will need to be collected. 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/get-help-with-technology-for-remote-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19#history
https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/guide-to-collecting-mobile-information/telling-about-offer
https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/about-increasing-mobile-data


Mass asymptomatic testing

• On the 31st December, the DfE updated its guidance on mass 

asymptomatic testing: schools and colleges.

• This is where schools can find the most up to date guidance 

including the testing handbook. 

• There is also a letter template and a test leaflet for schools to use 

to explain testing to parents, pupils and staff. (The original leaflet was 

incorrect and suggested that a ‘helper’ would do the swabbing rather than 

it being a self test. AP)

• The previously included consent form has been removed from this 

guidance. (Any suggestion that this has been a shambles is entirely 

unintentional. AP)
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/asymptomatic-testing-in-schools-and-colleges
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/947799/schools_and_colleges_testing_handbook.pdf


Pregnant staff

• On the 23rd December, the HSE published advice called 

coronavirus (COVID-19): advice for pregnant employees.

• This makes clear that pregnant women of any gestation should not 

be required to continue working if this is not supported by a risk 

assessment.

• It also makes a clear distinction that pregnant women who are 28 

weeks pregnant and beyond or with underlying health conditions 

are at a greater risk of severe illness from coronavirus:

➢all employers should consider both how to redeploy these staff and 

how to maximise the potential for homeworking, wherever possible;

➢where adjustments to the work environment and role are not possible, 

these staff should be suspended on paid leave.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-pregnant-employees/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-pregnant-employees


Tier four

• On the 30th December, the DfE updated guidance for full opening: 

schools. 

• This makes clear that staff who are clinically extremely vulnerable 

(CEV) in local restriction tier 4 areas, are advised to work from 

home and where this is not possible, they should not go into work. 

• Individuals in this group will have been identified through a letter 

from the NHS or from their GP and may have been advised to 

shield in the past.

• Staff who are not CEV themselves but live in a household with 

someone who is CEV can continue to attend work. 

• Clinically vulnerable staff can continue to attend school. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools?priority-taxon=b350e61d-1db9-4cc2-bb44-fab02882ac25


Briefings 2021

• The dates for this term’s briefings and briefings for the summer term are 

now on our website. 

• If you sign up for this term’s briefing you will receive: 

➢ a weekly update containing the most immediate or actionable information; 

➢ bespoke support via email or telephone within 24hrs;

➢ email updates on resources or specific single issues; 

➢ a place on the full briefing for this term. 

• New this year, on the 8th March, a briefing specifically for secondary 

schools without the primary sector information. 

• Contact Tracy to book your place. 

https://drbschoolsandacademiesservices.co.uk/briefings/
mailto:Tracy%20Davis%20%3ctracy.davis@drbignite.co.uk%3e

