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News just in…

• In last night’s press conference, Matt Hancock said that the 

fastest rise in coronavirus rate is among secondary school-age 

children. An immediate plan for testing all secondary school-

age children in the seven worst affected boroughs of London, 

in parts of Essex that border London, and parts of Kent will be 

put into place. (You know… where all the important people live! AP)

• Next week, we will publish the weekly briefing on Thursday. 

Nobody needs a briefing on the last day of term! 
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Laptops

• On 10th December, in the daily Covid-19 update to school leaders, 

the DfE confirmed that allocations of laptops will now be returned 

to ‘original levels’.

• You can now see your original allocation here. 

• Schools who have already received the lower 20% allocation 

should now receive their full allocation after Christmas. 

• Device orders will be accepted up until 4pm on Thursday,17th

December, and will not resume until Monday, 4th January. 

• The contact email for questions regarding this is: 

COVID.TECHNOLOGY@education.gov.uk.
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https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/start
COVID.TECHNOLOGY@education.gov.uk


INSET day…Hmmm.

• On the 8th December, the DfE emailed headteachers with end of term 

planning advice. 

• In this, they suggest that schools may wish to use an INSET day, 

making Friday 18th December a non-teaching day. 

• In all circumstances, teaching time must be made up at another point 

in the academic year. 

• It also gives advice that schools assist with test and trace for the first 

six days by identifying the close contacts of anyone who developed 

symptoms within 48 hours of being in school. 

• (This is only for positive tests within 48 hours of being in school. For example, 

where someone has a positive test return on Wednesday 23rd but their 

symptoms started on or before the final day of term. AP)

4



INSET day…Hmmm.

• School staff are not asked to remain on-call or conduct any contact 

tracing more than 6 days after the final day of teaching. 

From AP: This advice has been poorly received. Criticism ranges from:

➢ it is too late;

➢ it puts the decision back to schools, putting headteachers in a difficult 

position whatever decision is made;

➢ it undervalues INSET days and the planning schools may have already 

done.
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EYFS profile

• On the 8th December, the DfE published the early years foundation 

stage profile, 2021 handbook. 

• This is the assessment advice for practitioners this year. 

• Schools should know by the end of the spring term if they are to be 

moderated. Moderation will take place between the 1st - 25th June. 

• The EYFS profile must be completed for each child and submitted 

to the LA no later than Friday 25th June. 

• This handbook does not apply to schools participating in the 

EYFS profile early adopter year in 2020/21. These schools will 

not be moderated and should use the ‘Early adopter schools 

handbook’. (Last updated in July. AP)
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/942345/EYFSP_Handbook_2021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-adopter-schools-eyfs-profile-handbook


EYFS coronavirus 
disapplications

• On the 9th December, the DfE updated their statutory guidance

called early years foundation stage: coronavirus disapplications. 

• The disapplications in sections 5 ,  6 and 7 remain the same.

• This guidance updates the definition of ‘reasonable endeavours’ to 

be clear that it is not reasonable for providers to do nothing to meet 

the requirements:

➢ ‘Providers should try and meet existing requirements as far as is 

possible, although we recognise that these are extraordinary times 

and there may be occasions where it will not be possible to provide 

activities and experience across all 7 areas of learning for all children 

all of the time. It is not reasonable for providers to do nothing.’
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2/early-years-foundation-stage-coronavirus-disapplications
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2/early-years-foundation-stage-coronavirus-disapplications#disapplications-for-the-early-years-foundation-stage-section-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2/early-years-foundation-stage-coronavirus-disapplications#disapplications-for-the-early-years-foundation-stage-section-2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2/early-years-foundation-stage-coronavirus-disapplications#disapplications-for-the-early-years-foundation-stage-section-3


Year 2 phonics check. 

• On the 7th December, the STA updated its statutory guidance: Key 

stage 1: administering the phonics screening check to year 2 

pupils. 

• This clarifies that all year 2 pupils who reach the age of 7 by the 

end of the 2020/21 academic year must take the check in the 

autumn 2020 term. (Unless the headteacher deems this 

inappropriate for a pupil.) 

• Where a year 1 pupil will be 7 by the end of the 2020/21 academic 

year (that is, their age would ordinarily mean they were in year 2) 

and they will remain with this cohort (and move into year 2 in the 

2021/22 academic year), they should not take the autumn check. 

They will take the check, with Y1, in June.  (Not confusing at all. AP)
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-1-administering-the-phonics-screening-check-to-year-2-pupils


Year 2 phonics check. 

• It also clarifies that the check should be administered by someone 

capable of a professional judgement about which responses are 

correct, such as a Y2 teacher.

• It goes on: the check should not be administered by a teaching 

assistant or a higher-level teaching assistant unless they are 

trained and have experience delivering phonics sessions to pupils.

• The data from the autumn check will not be used in ASP, 

performance tables or the IDSR. LAs will not use this data for 

accountability purposes. 

• Schools should, however, use the assessment outcomes to help 

understanding of pupils’ phonics decoding skills and to inform 

future teaching and support.
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Support materials for GCSE, 
AS and A level exams

• On 10th December, Ofqual launched a consultation on the 

proposed advance information about topics to be covered and the 

support materials in exams in England 2021. 

• The consultation seeks views on the principles which should be 

applied to the advance information or the support materials, such 

as formulae and equations. 

• The best overview of what is suggested is a PowerPoint 

presentation here. 

• The consultation is here, but it closes at 11:45pm on 20th

December. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/support-materials-and-advance-information-in-2021-gcse-as-and-a-level-exams
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/943104/Support_materials_and_advance_information_for_GCSE_AS_and_A_levels_in_2021.pptx
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/4T75K5/


Other exam news in brief

• The DfE exam support service claims process has opened. This will 

allow schools to cover costs, including any net loss for exam fees 

charged by awarding organisations, venue costs or invigilation. 

• Ofqual’s interim chief regulator, Dame Glenys Stacey, is concerned 

that there will not be enough markers to mark exams (secondary) 

next summer. More markers will be required because of the three 

week push back. Teachers make up the bulk of markers and the 

concern is that they will be feeling ‘dog tired’ and not as likely put 

themselves forward. 

• Simon Lebus, previously chief executive at Cambridge Assessment, 

is due to become the next interim chief regulator at Ofqual in 

January. 
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https://form.education.gov.uk/en/service/exam-funding


Attendance
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• On the 8th December, the government site ‘explore education statistics’ 

published the attendance for up to 3rd December.

➢ 99.5% of state-funded schools were open on 3rd December; 

➢ 63% of secondary schools and 22% of primary schools had one or more 

pupils self-isolating; 

➢ DfE estimate 19-21% of schools had more than 30 pupils self-isolating; 

➢ 85.5% of pupils on roll in state-funded schools were in attendance on 3rd

December. (Primary 90%, Secondary 81%); 

➢ Approximately 80% of all pupils with an EHCP on roll in all state-funded 

schools were in attendance on 26th November;

➢ The number of pupils now self-isolating is between 7-8%, this approximately 

650,000 pupils.

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/attendance-in-education-and-early-years-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/2020-week-49


Attendance statistics by type 
of school

• Attendance on 3rd December (final column):  
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Special schools: full opening

• On the 10th December, the DfE updated the guidance for full 

opening: special schools and other specialist settings. 

• It has updated the advice on clinically extremely vulnerable pupils 

in line with the new restrictions. Essentially, most children should 

be in school unless they have been specifically advised (in writing) 

to shield and not attend school. 

• Those who live with someone who is clinically extremely 

vulnerable, but who are not clinically extremely vulnerable 

themselves, should still attend school.

• In terms of clinically extremely vulnerable staff, they can attend 

work unless advised to follow formal shielding and not to attend the 

workplace. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings


Special schools: full opening

• Section 4 has been updated to reflect the announcements we had last 

week regarding inspection, primary assessment and exams in 

2021. 

• The guidance for special schools is the same as we reported last 

week in terms of inspection arrangements, the cancelling of some 

primary tests and the detail of secondary exam arrangements. 

• In terms of assessment, it specifically references that the engagement 

model is transitionary this year, as discussed in our main briefing.  

• The accountability section sets out that, for 2020 to 2021, school 

performance data based on exams, tests and assessments will be 

made available to Ofsted, DfE teams, and to schools themselves, but 

will not be published on school performance tables.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings#section-4
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-engagement-model


Remote education 
expectations: special schools

• The updated guidance on remote education states: 

➢DfE expect schools to have the capacity to offer immediate remote 

education. By this, they mean the next school day; 

➢settings should work collaboratively with families, putting in place 

reasonable adjustments as necessary, so that pupils with SEND can 

successfully access remote education;

➢where a pupil has provision specified within their EHC plan, it remains the 

duty of the local authority and any health bodies to secure or arrange the 

delivery of this in the setting that the plan names;

➢ if pupils are self-isolating decisions on how provision can be delivered 

should be informed by relevant considerations including the types of 

services that the pupil can access remotely, on a case-by-case basis, 

avoiding a one size fits all approach;
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings#contingency-planning


Remote education 
expectations: special schools

➢schools should be aware that any DfE and Ofsted engagement 

concerning remote provision will always take into account the 

circumstances of the school and its pupils, including staff absences 

related to coronavirus (COVID-19);

➢ the expectations set out in this guidance are for schools rather than for 

individual teachers.

• Special schools and specialist settings have access to an 

experienced, expert workforce including: educational psychologists; 

speech and language therapists; qualified teachers of sensory 

impairments; other therapists; teaching assistants, often with 

specialist knowledge. Designing home learning may require input 

from any or all of these. 
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Remote education 
expectations: special schools

• In developing their remote education, DfE expect schools to:

➢ teach a planned and well-sequenced curriculum so that knowledge and 

skills are built incrementally, with a good level of clarity about what is 

intended to be taught and practised in each subject;

➢use a curriculum sequence that allows access to high-quality online and 

offline resources and teaching videos and that is linked to the school’s 

curriculum expectations;

➢give access to high quality remote education resources;

➢select the online tools that will be consistently used across the school in 

order to allow interaction, assessment and feedback and make sure staff 

are trained in their use;

➢provide printed resources, such as textbooks and workbooks, for pupils 

who do not have suitable online access;
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Remote education 
expectations: special schools

• When teaching remotely, the DfE expect schools to: 

➢set assignments so that pupils have meaningful and ambitious work each 

day in a number of different subjects;

➢set work that is of equivalent length to the core teaching pupils would 

receive in school, and as a minimum:

• Primary aged: 3 hours a day, on average, across the school cohort;

• Secondary aged: 4 hours a day, with more for pupils working towards 
formal qualifications this year. 
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Remote education 
expectations: special schools

• When teaching remotely (continued), the DfE expect schools to: 

➢provide frequent, clear explanations of new content, delivered by a teacher 

or through high-quality curriculum resources or videos;

➢have systems for checking, at least weekly, whether pupils are engaging 

with their work, and inform parents immediately where engagement is a 

concern; 

➢gauge how well pupils are progressing through the curriculum using 

questions and other suitable tasks, and provide feedback, at least weekly,

using digitally facilitated or whole-class feedback where appropriate;

➢enable teachers to adjust the pace or difficulty of what is being taught in 

response to questions or assessments, including, where necessary, revising 

material or simplifying explanations to ensure pupils’ understanding. 
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Remote education 
expectations: special schools

• We expect settings to consider carefully these expectations in 

relation to activities that would place significant demands on 

parents’ help or support.

• Specialist settings will need to work with parent carers to agree an 

ambitious yet pragmatic approach to supporting children and young 

people with complex needs to access appropriate remote learning 

and support, where they are not able to be in school.
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Finance directors’ forum

• The ESFA are hosting an academy trust virtual finance 

directors’ forum on Thursday 21st January 2021 from 9.30am to 

1pm.

• Speakers will include: 

➢Baroness Berridge, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for the 

School System; 

➢Eileen Milner, ESFA Chief Executive; 

➢Warwick Sharp, Director, Academies and Maintained Schools 

Directorate, ESFA.

• Places can be reserved through Eventbrite.
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/academy-trust-finance-directors-virtual-networking-event-2021-tickets-127314772913


Online training by Helen Morrison

NEW: We are launching exciting, new 1 ½ hour webinars to ensure leaders 

are well informed about issues of the day. These essential webinars will 

allow leaders to explore guidance and advice at critical points in the year:

➢ 19th January: ‘Deep dives in the Covid era.’ Helen will talk about inspections 

from January (or when they restart). A unique chance to consider how schools 

can look at evidence without data and standards without national comparators.

➢ 23rd February: ‘Subject leader training’. Helen and Andrew will consider the 

most important aspects of subject leadership. Appropriate for new subject 

leaders and experienced leaders.

• The cost of each webinar is just £70 (+VAT). To book a place or register an 

interest, please contact Tracy by clicking this link. 

mailto:Tracy%20Davis%20%3ctracy.davis@drbignite.co.uk%3e

