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News just in…

• On 25th November, Rishi Sunak announced that pay rises for all public 

sector jobs, (paying over £24,000) except those in the NHS, would be 

“paused” as part of the latest spending review.  The overall amount for 

schools is in line with what was expected and has not reduced 

significantly despite this pay freeze. 

• Only the DfE could send out a blog entitled ‘The Department’s 

commitment rewarding teachers’, the day after a pay freeze is announced. 

(Essentially: ‘what’s wrong with you? You have just had a pay rise!’ AP)

• Buried in two pages of updates on the DfE site yesterday, was the report 

on  the Talented Leaders programme launched in 2014. Despite costing 

£14 million, only 32 leaders were actually recruited – only 21 of these 

stayed for three years and only 6 of them stayed for longer than three 

years. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/spending-review-2020-documents/spending-review-2020
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2020/11/26/the-departments-commitment-rewarding-teachers/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/talented-leaders-programme-evaluation


Full opening of schools

• On the 26th November, the DfE updated its guidance on full 

opening of schools. 

• The changes here only reflect going into different tiers after 

December 2nd. 

• The expected changes to contingency plans are not here and will 

be updated in ‘due course’.

• This guidance specifically states: There are no substantive 

changes here for schools.

• In terms of pupils who remain in the clinically extremely vulnerable 

group, the advice is that they should return to school from 2nd

December at all local restriction tiers. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools


Full opening of schools

• A very small number of pupils under paediatric or NHS care will 

have been advised specifically by their GP or clinician not to attend 

an education setting.

• If more restrictive formal shielding is required in tier 3 the 

government will write to families separately to inform them if 

clinically extremely vulnerable children are advised to shield and 

not attend school.

• In terms of staff it states: All staff can continue to attend school in 

all three local restriction tiers. If this changes the government will 

write to individuals to inform them if they are advised to follow 

formal shielding and not attend the workplace.
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Full opening of schools

• In terms of school visits: 

➢No overnight educational visits.

➢This will be reviewed in February 2021 with the prospect of overnight 

visits resuming from Easter 2021. 

• School performances and music: 

➢Schools in local restriction tier 3: very high alert areas should not 

host performances with an audience.

➢Schools in other tiers must follow the advice including being outside, 

limited numbers, use of microphones etc. DfE advise restricting 

attendance by parents and using virtual where possible.
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Full opening of schools

• In terms of sport and team sports: 

➢Schools must only provide team sports on the list available at return to 

recreational team sport framework. (Scroll to the bottom – individual 

advice on each sport .AP)

• As mentioned above, the main guidance change we were 

expecting was to the contingency plans section. This is exactly as it 

was, but the guidance specifically states that this section will be 

updated in due course. (Can’t wait, AP)
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-phased-return-of-sport-and-recreation/return-to-recreational-team-sport-framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#contingency-plans


Early Christmas closure? 

• The Focus Trust announced that its schools would close a week 

early for Christmas to ensure families could meet more safely.  

• This was challenged by Vicky Beer, the regional schools 

commissioner, who said she could not support this. 

• The DfE then overruled the trust via coronavirus legal powers: 

‘requiring the taking of reasonable steps’ to keep a school open 

and also ‘require the alteration of term dates’. 

• The government’s winter plan, published on 23rd November, now 

specifically prohibits early closure. (Paragraph 73.) It also states:  

‘parents should continue to send their children to school during 

term time and students should continue to attend college right up 

until the end of term.’
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/937529/COVID-19_Winter_Plan.pdf


It will all end in…tiers

• On 26th November, the government announced the three tiers for each 

area of the country. 

• The majority of the country will be in tiers two and three. 

• Herefordshire, Telford and Wrekin, Worcestershire and North Yorkshire 

are in tier two.

• Many of the areas drb cover are in tier three. This includes: West and 

South Yorkshire, The Humber, Birmingham and the Black Country, 

Wolverhampton, Staffordshire, Warwickshire, Coventry, Solihull, Derby, 

Derbyshire, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire, Leicester, Leicestershire and 

Lincolnshire. 

• The full guidance on what you can, and cannot, do in each tier is here. 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/full-list-of-local-restriction-tiers-by-area#tier-3-very-high-alert
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-restriction-tiers-what-you-need-to-know


Covid-19 winter plan

• On 23rd November, the Prime Minister set out his Covid-19 winter 

plan,

• For schools, this will mean:

➢Being open and not changing holiday dates in the run up to 

Christmas. 

➢Schools may pilot testing, rather than isolation. This would involve 

having regular tests and only isolating if positive. More details are 

needed on this. 

➢LAs in Tier 3 will pilot rapid testing in schools. (Details needed. AP)

➢The current guidance for clinically extremely vulnerable children and 

staff will cease. This will be tier based as before. 

• We are expecting more guidance in the coming days. 
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/937529/COVID-19_Winter_Plan.pdf


Laptops

• On the 20th November, the DfE updated the guidance: Laptops, 

tablets and 4G wireless routers provided during coronavirus 

(COVID-19).

• This now included a section advising LAs and academy trusts on 

reallocating unused 4G wireless routers. 

• It suggests that they log on to support portal, identify any unused 

4G wireless routers and then collect them back to relocate them. 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/laptops-tablets-and-4g-wireless-routers-provided-during-coronavirus-covid-19#history
https://computacenterprod.service-now.com/dfe


Resources for remote education

• On the 23rd November, the DfE published guidance called help with 

accessing and buying resources for remote education.

• This recommends free teaching resources: 

➢Oak National Academy provides video lessons for reception up to year 

11 to support remote education;

➢BBC Bitesize provides primary and secondary resources for teachers 

and pupils;

• It also links to suppliers who can also support: 

• British Educational Suppliers Association (BESA); EdTech Impact ; 

LendED and Publishers Association (PA)

• Subject associations for most subjects can be found here. 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-with-accessing-and-buying-resources-for-remote-education
https://www.thenational.academy/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.besa.org.uk/supplier-directory/
https://edtechimpact.com/
https://www.lended.org.uk/
https://www.publishers.org.uk/members/
https://www.subjectassociations.org.uk/cfsa-response-to-covid-19/


Resources for remote education

• In terms of curriculum support the DfE recommend the following:

• For primary schools: 

➢ English Hubs for primary schools. These offer support (resources and 

training) to eligible, local schools, including local authority maintained 

schools, academies and free schools. This is to improve teaching of 

phonics, early language and reading in reception and year 1.

• For secondary schools: 

➢Citizenship: The Deliberative Classroom;

➢Modern foreign languages: The National Centre for Excellence for 

Language Pedagogy (NCELP);

➢Science: Isaac Physics; Institute of Physics and Science Learning 

Partnerships.
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http://www.englishhubs.org/
https://educateagainsthate.com/resources/the-deliberative-classroom/
https://ncelp.org/resources/
https://isaacphysics.org/
https://www.iop.org/education
https://www.stem.org.uk/science-learning-partnerships


Resources for remote education

• For all key stages: 

➢Computing: Teach Computing;

➢Maths: Advanced Mathematics Support Programme; The National 

Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics; and Maths Hubs.

➢Music: Music Education Hubs.

➢Relationships, sex, and health education: The support and training 

materials from the DfE. 

• The guidance then outlines some of the buying frameworks and 

suppliers the DfE recommend including library resources, ICT 

software and hardware, some framework providers as well as buying 

hubs for the South West and for the North West. 

13

https://teachcomputing.org/?gclid=CjwKCAjw1K75BRAEEiwAd41h1IZ2Rt-61VjxGJ0XDKnw1ft7lMNy5ZjCHYEfSCyJOEokALj28Fc09RoC8nAQAvD_BwE
https://amsp.org.uk/
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/maths-hubs
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/music-education/music-education-hubs
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/teaching-about-relationships-sex-and-health
https://find-dfe-approved-framework.service.gov.uk/list/library
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-with-accessing-and-buying-resources-for-remote-education#frameworks-and-suppliers
https://schoolsbuyingclub.schoolsbuyinghubsouthwest.com/buying-support-and-categories/
https://www.2buy2.com/schoolsbuyinghubnorthwest/


Full opening: special schools

• On 20th November, the DfE updated their guidance for the full 

opening of special schools. 

• The temporary changes to SEND legislation have now ceased. 

This includes changes to timescales for EHCPs and provision.

• Many other sections have been updated to take into account the 

new restrictions which came into force on 5th November. These 

sections have not been re-written but contain a box stating: 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-and-childcare-settings-new-national-restrictions-from-5-november-2020


Curriculum sequencing

• On 25th November, the DfE published a case study called: 

curriculum sequencing for primary and secondary.

• This covers the experiences of curriculum sequencing following 

Covid from the perspective of Ark Schools. 

• It covers:

➢Booster units, Y8 English, boosting knowledge and confidence,

➢careful sequencing of opportunities to address missed education,

➢Y5 maths, diagnostic assessments, linking with home, and 

workbooks. 

• They also point to the Oak National Academy and their own online 

education platform called Spark. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/case-studies/curriculum-sequencing-for-primary-and-secondary
https://arkonline.org/our-schools


Remote education webinars

• On the 25th November, the DfE updates its guidance on 

remote education webinars. 

• As well as the previously listed webinars there are now some 

new webinars for middle leaders. 

• These take place via Zoom on 9th  December 2020 at 4pm.

• This will be hosted by Ark English Mastery. 

• Staff can register here. 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/remote-education-webinars
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/remote-education-webinars#new-webinars-for-middle-leaders
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIsdeusrD4vGtIl9I73XdExwvaXy151D-x5


Attendance
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• On the 24th November, the government site ‘explore education statistics’ 

published the attendance for up to 19th November:

➢ 99% of state-funded schools were open on 19th November. 

➢ 73% of secondary schools and 29% of primary schools had one or more 

pupils self-isolating. 

➢ DfE estimate 25-27% of schools had more than 30 pupils self-isolating. 

➢ 83% of pupils on roll in state-funded schools were in attendance on 19th

November. (Primary 87%, Secondary 78%). 

➢ Approximately 77% of all pupils with an EHCP on roll in all state-funded 

schools were in attendance on 19th November.

➢ The number of pupils now self-isolating is between 9-11%, up to 876,000 

pupils.

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/attendance-in-education-and-early-years-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/2020-week-46


KS4 data

• On 26th November, the DfE published the Key stage 4 performance 

(revised).

• This warns that these results should not be copmpared with 

attainment data from previous years:

➢39.8% of pupils entered the English Baccalaureate;

➢49.9% of pupils achieving grades 5 or above in English and 

mathematics GCSEs;

➢50.2 was the average Attainment 8 score of all pupils;

➢4.38 was the average EBacc APS score per pupil. 
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https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/key-stage-4-performance-revised/2019-20


16 to 18 results

• On the 26th November, the DfE published the A level and other 16 

to 18 results.

• This warns that these results should not be copmpared with 

attainment data from previous years:

➢APS per A level entry was 39.51 (up from 33.7);

➢APS per applied general entry was 31.25 (up from 28.37);

➢APS per tech level entry was 29.77 (up from 28.43);

➢Entries at A level awarded A*-A - Female students 39.4% compared to 

male at 39.4%

• Private schools  saw the biggest rise in top grades when compared 

to results last year.
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https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/a-level-and-other-16-to-18-results/2019-20


GCSE and A level equalities

• On the 26th November, Ofqual published student-level equalities 

analyses for GCSE and A level. 

• This report finds that there was no evidence that ‘either the 

calculated grades or the final grades awarded this year were 

systematically biased against candidates with protected 

characteristics or from disadvantaged backgrounds’.

• The proportion of poorer pupils achieving A* and A grades fell by 

less than it did for pupils from better-off backgrounds.

• It also found that 6,300 GCSE entries by pupils with low prior 

attainment and unknown socioeconomic status ‘may have received 

disproportionately overestimated grades’. These were mostly from 

pupils at independent schools. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/student-level-equalities-analyses-for-gcse-and-a-level


Governor and Trustee briefing 

Time is running out to book a 1 ½ hour briefing ensuring that 

governors and trustees hear the latest about: 

➢ DfE announcements and advice;

➢ EFSA updates; 

➢ Funding; 

➢ Leadership;

➢ Inspection updates.

• Due to Covid restrictions, this will be a Zoom meeting this term on: 

➢ 1st December, 5:00pm until 6:30,  £70 (+VAT)

➢ 2nd  December, 5:00pm until 6:30,  £70 (+VAT)

• Contact Tracy to reserve a place on one of these dates for 

next week. 

mailto:Tracy%20Davis%20%3ctracy.davis@drbignite.co.uk%3e

