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Note from AP

• I know we had an update on Wednesday night. For completeness, I have 

highlighted the other updates since then.

• The new slides have orange headers and are at the beginning. 

• The blue slides are from Wednesday and are not new. 

• Essentially lots of documents have been updated, but not on an 

individual basis – they now point to the guidance we covered on 

Wednesday with links to it. This means that the main body of the 

guidance documents is largely unchanged. You will not need to re-read 

these. 

2



Update on full opening of schools

• On the 5th November, the DfE updated its guidance for full 

opening of schools. 

• This now reflects the publication of the New National Restrictions 

guidance.

• Where aspects are different there is a box pointing you to this 

rather than updating this guidance in full: 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#school-workforce
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-and-childcare-settings-new-national-restrictions-from-5-november-2020#schools


Update on full opening of schools

• So, other than the aspects we highlighted yesterday, the main 

guidance on the full opening of schools remains the same. 

• This includes the guidance on school trips, safeguarding catering, 

contingency planning, remote learning etc.

• The areas affected by the updated guidance are: 

➢use of face coverings, transport, 

➢attendance - self-isolation and shielding,

➢school workforce, clinically extremely vulnerable staff,

➢wraparound provision and extra-curricular activity,

➢physical activity in schools, and residential care.

• The detail of these changes is on slides 9-17.

4



Other documentation

• Also on the 5th November, the DfE updated other key documents in 

exactly the same way as the guidance for full opening of schools. 

• The following documents now have links to the new guidance on the 

headings of any affected area:

➢Actions for early years and childcare providers during the coronavirus 

(COVID-19) outbreak.

➢Guidance for parents and carers of children attending out-of-school settings 

during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.

➢Face coverings in education.

➢Guidance for full opening: special schools and other specialist settings.

➢Transport to school and other places of education: autumn term 2020.

➢Critical workers who can access schools or educational settings. (6th Nov.)
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-and-childcare-settings-new-national-restrictions-from-5-november-2020#contents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-early-years-and-childcare-closures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-education/face-coverings-in-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings#history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-to-school-and-other-places-of-education-autumn-term-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision


Clarification on afterschool clubs

• I rang the DfE helpline on the 6th November to clarify the position 

on out-of-school clubs. 

• As it stands, they advise we follow the wording in Education and 

childcare settings: New National Restrictions from 5th November 

2020. 

• This would mean that all clubs, which are not for the primary 

purpose of childcare, would not take place if they are face to face. 

• So revision clubs, sporting clubs, chess, knot tying etc, if not for 

childcare would cease for this lockdown period. 

• I was on the call for 38 minutes. They too are confused. They are 

raising it as an issue for clarification and will get back to me if this 

advice changes. 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-and-childcare-settings-new-national-restrictions-from-5-november-2020#ooss


Note from AP

• I know you expect this update on Friday, but the guidance for tomorrow 

came out this evening. I hope this is useful. (Slides 4-13)

• The key points for most are: 

➢The DfE have not changed the risk assessment requirements or stipulations 

and it remains the same as current guidance. Not changed as yet. It still 

states at the top:  ‘this guidance will be reviewed and updated shortly following 

the announcement by the Prime Minister on 31 October.’ 

➢Most previously isolating children will not need to self-isolate.

➢Previously extremely vulnerable staff should not attend work.

➢Those living with someone who is extremely vulnerable can attend work. 

➢Masks to be worn for Y7 and above in communal areas. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools


News just in…

• The attendance data released for this week was just for early years as 

most schools were on half term. The data for early years is also 

significantly down due to half term and I can see no statistical value in 

this data. (AP)

• A campaign by the National Education Union calling for schools to be 

closed in the national lockdown has amassed over 150,000 supporters. A 

teacher tap survey suggested that only 17% of teachers supported this. 

• Children’s sport outside of school will be suspended under lockdown 

rules. 
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https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/attendance-in-education-and-early-years-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/2020-week-44


Shielding

• On the 4th November, Public Health England released guidance on 

shielding and protecting people who are clinically extremely 

vulnerable from COVID-19.

• This guidance is for those who previously received a shielding letter 

and are identified as clinically extremely vulnerable. 

• It advises clinically extremely vulnerable people to stay at home as 

much as possible and states that ‘you should not attend work for 

this period of restrictions’.

• In terms of education settings it says:

➢Most children originally identified as clinically extremely vulnerable no 

longer need to follow this advice. (Parents should check with GP).
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19


Shielding

➢Those children who do still have to shield are advised not to attend 

school while this advice is in place.

➢For these children, school will make appropriate arrangements ‘for you 

to be able to continue your education at home’.

➢Children who live with someone who is clinically extremely 

vulnerable, but who are not clinically extremely vulnerable themselves, 

should still attend school.
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New national restrictions

• On 4th November, the DfE released guidance on education and 

childcare settings: New National Restrictions from 5th November 

2020. (This is in sections for different settings, mostly the same advice. 

AP)

• It states that the government continues to prioritise the wellbeing 

and long-term futures of our children and young people and will 

not be closing early years settings, schools, further education 

(FE) colleges or universities.

• In terms of early years settings: 

➢ It is not mandatory for staff and visitors to wear face coverings;

➢settings have the discretion to recommend the use of face coverings 

for adults on site, for both staff and visitors. 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-and-childcare-settings-new-national-restrictions-from-5-november-2020


New national restrictions

➢Some disapplications still exist for meeting EYFS requirements in full 

due to restrictions. 

➢The use of public transport is discouraged and walking or a private 

vehicle is preferred. 

➢All visitors to settings should be restricted. This includes new 

admissions, settling new children in and performances. 

➢ In terms of clinically extremely vulnerable children and staff, the advice 

is that staff should not attend work but that most children will no 

longer need to follow the original shielding advice. (Check this with GPs)

➢Staff and children who are clinically vulnerable or have underlying 

health conditions but are not clinically extremely vulnerable, may 

continue to attend early years and childcare settings in line with 

current guidance.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2/early-years-foundation-stage-coronavirus-disapplications


New national restrictions

• In terms of schools it states: 

➢All pupils, in all year groups, remain in school full-time. (No rotas. AP)

➢Schools should continue to undertake risk assessments and 

implement the system of controls set out in the existing guidance. If 

schools follow the guidance and maximise control measures, they can 

be confident they are managing risk effectively. (No change to this 

guidance as yet. AP)

➢DfE expect schools to ensure any changes required in light of national 

restrictions are in place as soon as practically possible, and by 

Monday 9th November at the latest. 

➢Music, dance and drama can be undertaken in school so long as 

safety precautions are undertaken. (Same guidance as previous.) 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#music-dance-and-drama-in-school


New national restrictions

• In terms of face coverings in schools it states: 

➢For teaching year 6 and below, it is not mandatory for staff and 

visitors to wear face coverings. Where social distancing between 

adults in settings is not possible settings have the discretion to 

recommend the use of face coverings for adults on site, for both staff 

and visitors. 

➢ In schools where pupils in year 7 and above are educated, face 

coverings should be worn by adults and pupils when moving 

around the premises, outside of classrooms, such as in corridors and 

communal areas where social distancing cannot easily be maintained.

➢Face coverings should also be worn by pupils in year 7 and above 

when travelling on dedicated school transport to secondary school or 

college.
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New national restrictions

• In terms of clinically extremely vulnerable children in schools it 

states: 

➢As referenced above, most children originally identified as clinically 

extremely vulnerable no longer need to follow original shielding 

advice. Parents should check with a specialist or GP to see if their 

child is still classified as clinically extremely vulnerable.

➢Those children whose doctors have confirmed they are still clinically 

extremely vulnerable are advised not to attend education whilst the 

national restrictions are in place.

➢Children who live with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable, 

but who are not clinically extremely vulnerable themselves, 

should still attend education.
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New national restrictions

• In terms of clinically extremely vulnerable staff in schools it states:

➢Those individuals who are clinically extremely vulnerable are advised to 

work from home and not to go into work. 

➢All other staff should continue to attend work, including those living in a 

household with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable.

• In terms of clinically vulnerable staff and children (not extremely) it 

states:

➢Staff and children who are clinically vulnerable or have underlying health 

conditions but are not clinically extremely vulnerable, may continue to 

attend school in line with current guidance.

• In terms of transport, face coverings must be worn by pupils in  Y7 and 

above. Travelling in and out of different areas for education is allowed. 
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New national restrictions

• Exams will go ahead next summer. 

• It is important that children continue to remain fit and active and, 

wherever possible, have the 60 active minutes of daily physical activity.

• Schools must only provide team sports listed on the return to 

recreational team sport framework. Inter-school competition is not 

permitted. 

• Schools are able to work with external coaches, clubs and organisations 

for curricular activities where they are satisfied that it is safe to do so. 

• Extra-curricular activities, before and after school clubs, should be 

used only where it is reasonably necessary to support parents to work, 

search for work, or undertake training or education, or where the 

provision is being used for the purposes of respite care.(This comes up 

again later. AP)
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-phased-return-of-sport-and-recreation/return-to-recreational-team-sport-framework


New national restrictions

• Schools should continue to take steps to ensure vulnerable children 

and young people who can’t attend their school or college are able to 

access their remote education.

• The guidance for out-of-school activities and wraparound childcare 

states that they may continue to operate if their primary purpose is 

providing registered childcare, or where they are offering other 

childcare activities, where this is reasonably necessary to enable 

parents to:

➢work or search for work;

➢undertake training or education.

• All other out of school activities, not being primarily used by parents 

for these purposes, should close for face-to-face provision for the 

duration of the national restrictions. 
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Schools open

• On the 4th November, the DfE media blog published an article 

headed ‘Why we are keeping education settings open’.

• In it, Gavin Williamson states: 

‘When it comes to our children there really is nothing we wouldn’t 

do to make sure they get the education they deserve.’  (I am putting 

together the list of things they should do. AP)

• It states that the DfE are prioritising children’s and young peoples’ 

education and wellbeing. 

• The risk of catching the coronavirus at school is low.  

• They also reference the support they are giving via the National 

Tutoring Programme. 
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https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2020/11/04/why-we-are-keeping-education-settings-open/


Teachers are not high risk

• Chris Whitty appeared before the Science and Technology Committee 

on the 3rd November. 

• He told MPs that teaching isn’t a ‘high risk’ occupation. There was ‘quite 

a lot of consensus’ the transmission in primary schools was relatively 

small, with ‘more debate’ about the role of secondary schools.

• Data from the Office for National Statistics suggests that rates of 

transmission for teachers look almost identical to the communities they 

are drawn from. 

• He reiterated that ‘our view is firmly for children to be in school’.

• The NEU disagree with this reading of the data pointing to an increase 

in the R-rate in schools from 0.04% to 2%.
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PE and sport premium

• On the 30th October, the DfE updated its guidance on the PE and 

Sports premium. 

• This states that the restrictions on using the PE and s[ort premium 

remain current during coronavirus. (Not to be used for PPA, 

capital spend or to teach the minimum requirements of the PE 

curriculum.)

• In terms of online reporting of funding it now states: 

➢You must publish details of how you spend your PE and sport 

premium funding by the end of the summer term or by 31 July 2021 at 

the latest. If you have any carried forward funding from academic year 

2019 to 2020 you should show separately how this funding has been 

spent and confirm that it has been spent before 31 March 2021.
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pe-and-sport-premium-for-primary-schools#coronavirus-covid-19


NEU app

• The NEU have released an app called the ‘escalation app’ to 

provide reps with a way of raising concerns in schools. 

• This essentially allows reps to report cases in schools and bubbles 

being sent home. 

• It also advises on setting up meetings and how to get support from 

branch secretaries for this. 

• There is a video overview of how it works here. 

• The Evening Standard has referred to this app as a ‘strike app’ and 

claims that it is designed to help teachers organise strikes and shut 

classrooms.
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https://neu.org.uk/neu-escalation
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/education/schools-closure-row-union-strike-app-b43587.html


School Finances
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• Effective budgeting and financial assurance in all schools 

are more important than ever.

• We offer a full range of financial support and guidance 

bespoke to your school’s needs. 

• The publication of this year’s Academies Handbook also 

makes additional demands of Academy Trusts.

• If you are not currently receiving the reliable and effective 

financial management support that you need, we can help.

Contact our friendly and helpful Operations Manager,  Doug 

Skinner on:    doug.skinner@drbsas.co.uk

07843 282535

mailto:doug.skinner@drbsas.co.uk

