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News just in…

• You will see from the attendance figures this week that there is real 

concern about secondary attendance. Many schools are now on an 

unofficial rota system because of the high number isolating. This is 

driving the discussions on exams this year and on the effectiveness of 

covid-safe schools. 

• Amanda Spielman raised concerns that many older students ‘simply 

won’t return to schools’ for the rest of the academic year if there is no 

exam to work towards. This has been disputed by serving headteachers 

giving evidence to the Parliamentary education committee. 

• Wes Streeting, the shadow education secretary, has told the Schools 

and Academies show that Labour was ‘wrong’ to pledge to scrap Ofsted 

without making clear it would be replaced with something better.
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NTP

• Currently, the National Tutoring Programme (NTP) only allows 

pupils to be tutored at school, even where this is online tutoring. 

• The NTP are said to be reviewing this stipulation to ensure that the  

‘necessary systems are in place to allow at home tuition to take 

place when needed.’

• There have been questions asked about the NTP rule restricting 

tutoring to one subject per pupil. 

• Most of the tutoring partners will also only subsidise tutoring on a 

1:3 ratio, so schools may find it is more beneficial to make their 

own arrangements for small group tutoring. 

• We will update you if the rules do change. 
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Something’s not right

• The Home Office, in partnership with charities such as Barnardo’s 

and Childline, have launched a four week campaign called 

‘something’s not right.’

• This is aimed at children and young people aged 13+ who have 

suffered harm, including sexual and physical abuse, during 

lockdown.

• The campaign aims to build awareness of the support services 

available to children and encourage disclosure of abuse to a 

trusted adult.

• Further information is available via the campaign portal.
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https://www.childline.org.uk/somethings-not-right
https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/curriculum-and-resources/resources/home-office-somethings-not-right-abuse-disclosure


Free school meals

• On the 16th November, the DfE updated its guidance on providing 

school meals during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.

• In terms of clinically extremely vulnerable children, it states that this 

guidance applies nationally until 2nd December. 

• Where a pupil is unable to attend school because they are complying 

with clinical or public health advice, DfE expect schools to be able to 

provide food parcels for pupils who are eligible for benefits-related 

free school meals during term-time.

• The government provides schools with funding to cover benefits-

related free school meals. (You already have this money. AP)

• It gives advice on what should be in food parcels and how these can 

be delivered or picked up. (Not new AP)
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools


Free school meals

• In terms of further absences and related school food contracts: 

➢schools should continue to make payments to cover costs associated 

with the provision of free school meals and universal infant free school 

meals, including a proportion of the fixed costs incurred in the 

production of those meals.

• A new ‘Covid Winter Grant Scheme’ will be run by local authorities. 

This will help families in need with food and utility costs. This will 

cover costs for up to the end of March 2021. 

• Local authorities will also receive funding to expand the Holiday 

Activities and Food programme. This would cover 4 weeks in the 

summer, and a week’s worth of provision in each of the Easter and 

Christmas holidays. (The detail of these provisions needs to be 

confirmed. AP)

6

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-winter-package-to-provide-further-support-for-children-and-families


Safe working in education

• On the 13th November, the DfE updated its guidance on safe working in 

education, childcare and children’s social care settings, including the use 

of personal protective equipment (PPE). 

• The guidance on aerosol generating procedures (AGPs) (such as caring 

for children with tracheotomies etc) was updated:  

➢Settings should work with the lead health professional to coordinate any 

assessments required, with input from PHE local health protection teams as 

needed.

➢Consider any adaptations that they may be needed, for example, designating 

a room for undertaking AGPs, or if within a classroom, making sure that all 

other staff, children, young people and learners are at least 2 metres distance 

away.

• Refer to this guidance if you are managing this. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe#aerosol-generating-procedures-agps


Restrictions from 5th November

• On the 16th November the DfE updated its guidance called: 

Education and childcare settings: national restrictions from 5 

November 2020. 

• This now clarifies the position for clinically extremely vulnerable 

children and staff:

➢Children who are clinically extremely vulnerable should have had this 

confirmed by a GP or specialist. Where a meeting with a GP or 

specialist clinician has not taken place, the public health advice is that 

the child is still clinically extremely vulnerable and should not attend 

school. 

➢Clinically extremely vulnerable staff should not attend work and schools 

should continue to pay clinically extremely vulnerable staff on their 

usual terms. 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-and-childcare-settings-new-national-restrictions-from-5-november-2020#ooss


Restrictions from 5th November

• It also updates the position on out of school provision, in particular 

that home educating parents can still access tuition centres etc.  

• In terms of extra-curricular activities, it states that these can be used 

in order for parents to attend work, training or for the purposes of 

respite care. This includes activities and clubs related to PE, sport, 

music, dance and drama. Where schools are offering these activities 

they should advise parents that they should only be using them for 

these purposes.

• In terms of face coverings it clarifies: In primary schools and 

education settings teaching year 6 and below, there is no change to 

the existing position. It is not mandatory for staff and visitors to wear 

face coverings. Primary schools can recommend face coverings in 

communal areas for staff and visitors if they wish to. 
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Restrictions from 5th November

• In terms of face coverings in settings with Y7 and above it outlines:

➢ In schools where pupils in year 7 and above are educated, face 

coverings should be worn by adults (staff and visitors) and pupils 

when moving around in communal areas. 

• But goes on:

➢ It will not usually be necessary to wear face coverings in the 

classroom, where protective measures already mean the risks are 

lower, and they may inhibit teaching and learning.
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Attendance
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• On the 17th November, the government site ‘explore education statistics’ 

published the attendance for up to 12th November:

➢ Over 99.6% of state-funded schools were open on 12th November. 

➢ 64% (!) of secondary schools and 22% of primary schools had one or 

more pupils self-isolating. 

➢ DfE estimate 18-20% of schools had more than 30 pupils self-isolating. 

➢ 86% of pupils on roll in state-funded schools were in attendance on 12th

November. (Primary 90%, Secondary 83%). 

➢ Approximately 81% of all pupils with an EHCP on roll in all state-funded 

schools were in attendance on 12th November.

➢ The number of pupils now self-isolating has doubled from last week to over 

500,000 pupils. 

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/attendance-in-education-and-early-years-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/2020-week-46


Online training by Helen Morrison

NEW: We are launching exciting, new 1 ½ hour webinars to ensure leaders 

are well informed about issues of the day. These essential webinars will 

allow leaders to explore guidance and advice at critical points in the year:

➢ 9th December 2020: ‘Aligning the curriculum.’ Helen will explore the 

requirements of remote learning, live lessons and ensuring continuity. 

➢ 19th January: ‘Deep dives in the Covid era.’ Helen will talk about inspections 

from January (or when they restart). A unique chance to consider how schools 

can look at evidence without data and standards without national comparators.

➢ 23rd February: ‘Subject leader training’. Helen and Andrew will consider the 

most important aspects of subject leadership. Appropriate for new subject 

leaders and experienced leaders.

• The cost of each webinar is just £70 (+VAT). To book a place or register an 

interest, please contact Tracy by clicking this link. 

mailto:Tracy%20Davis%20%3ctracy.davis@drbignite.co.uk%3e

