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News just in…

• GCSEs, AS and A level exams will be pushed back three weeks, 

starting on 7th June. Details of this will be covered in our full 

briefing as they emerge this term. 

• Details of the national retraining scheme have been updated. 

Some recent adverts have caused outcry amongst the arts world. 
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• A petition to scrap GCSEs and A levels in 2021 is likely to be debated in 

Parliament after gathering more than 120,000 signatures.

• Schools in Northern Ireland will close for two weeks for half term. 

• Margaret Greenwood has resigned as shadow schools minister over the  

government’s human intelligence sources (criminal conduct) bill, which would 

authorise spies to commit criminal offences.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-retraining-scheme#history
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/326066


Educational setting status form

• On 12th October, the DfE updated the educational settings form. 

• There are now more questions including:

➢How many of your pupils or students are unable to attend the setting 

today for the following reasons?

➢There are similar questions about staff also. 

• If schools state that pupils have been requested to stay at home 

they will be asked if they have remote learning in place and 

questions such as: 

➢What is the minimum amount of work set per day for students not 

attending your setting today?

➢How often is the remote work set by teachers subject to feedback? 
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https://form.education.gov.uk/service/educational-setting-status


Educational setting status form

• The guidance now states that the form should be submitted by 

2:00pm or as soon as settings can. 

• If your setting is closed, the form should be completed so that the 

DfE knows this. 

• The form does not have to be completed for half term. 

• Remember, as we said last week, this form also opens the process 

for getting your allocated laptops if you have closed a bubble in Y3-

Y11. 
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Tiering up

• The national three tier system for lockdown is not to be confused 

with the four tier system for schools…which is still in place. 

• Currently, schools will remain open even in areas with a ‘very high’ 

Covid-19 alert.

• Even though social distancing may increase and there may be 

tighter restrictions, there is not expected to be a blanket closure of 

schools. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-schools-can-plan-for-tier-2-local-restrictions


Test kits

• On the 14th October, the DfE updated its guidance on test kits for 

schools.

• This now states that schools in particularly high risk areas may 

be eligible for an additional delivery of test kits. 

• These will be allocated to schools by the Department of Health and 

Social Care based on the local prevalence of coronavirus.

• You will be emailed directly if you are eligible to receive these 

additional test kits. 

• Don’t forget that you are able to make a new order for test kits 21 

days after you receive a delivery confirmation email telling you that 

your previous supply of test kits had been sent.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-home-test-kits-for-schools-and-fe-providers/coronavirus-covid-19-home-test-kits-for-schools-and-fe-providers


Attendance
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• On the 13th October, the government site ‘explore education statistics’ 

published the attendance for up to 8th October:

➢ Over 99.8% of state-funded schools were open on 8th October. Less than 

0.2% were closed due to both COVID-19 and non-COVID-19 related 

reasons.

➢ DfE estimate 90% of state-funded schools were fully open on 8th

October. This means no groups isolating. (Down from 92.4%)

➢ Approximately 90% of pupils on roll in state-funded schools were in 

attendance on 8th October. (Primary 92%, Secondary 86%). This means 1 

in 10 schools were not fully open last week.

➢ Approximately 85% of all pupils with an EHCP on roll in all state-funded 

schools were in attendance on 8th October.

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/attendance-in-education-and-early-years-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/2020-week-40


Transition period- BREXIT, not Covid

• On the 15th October, the DfE published guidance for schools during 

the transition period and after 1st January 2021. 

• This is essentially a collection of documents to help schools

prepare for the end of the transition period on 31st December 2020. 

• None of the documents are new, but they are now all in one place 

under the headings: 

➢Recruiting and managing teachers and school staff;

➢School places;

➢Running your school;

➢School trips and exchanges;

➢EU Settlement Scheme.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/guidance-for-schools-during-the-transition-period-and-after-1-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/guidance-for-schools-during-the-transition-period-and-after-1-january-2021#recruiting-and-managing-teachers-and-school-staff
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/guidance-for-schools-during-the-transition-period-and-after-1-january-2021#school-places
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/guidance-for-schools-during-the-transition-period-and-after-1-january-2021#running-your-school
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/guidance-for-schools-during-the-transition-period-and-after-1-january-2021#school-trips-and-exchanges
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/guidance-for-schools-during-the-transition-period-and-after-1-january-2021#eu-settlement-scheme-


Transition period- BREXIT, not Covid

• They are mostly in relation to changes regarding the exit from the 

EU. For example, the documents on ‘running your school’ are:

➢Data protection for education providers;

➢Standards for school food in England;

➢School food standards: resources for schools.
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/eu-exit-guide-data-protection-for-education-providers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/standards-for-school-food-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-food-standards-resources-for-schools


School Finances
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• Effective budgeting and financial assurance in all schools 

are more important than ever.

• We offer a full range of financial support and guidance 

bespoke to your school’s needs. 

• The publication of this year’s Academies Handbook also 

makes additional demands of Academy Trusts.

• If you are not currently receiving the reliable and effective 

financial management support that you need, we can help.

Contact our friendly and helpful Operations Manager,  Doug 

Skinner on:    doug.skinner@drbsas.co.uk

07843 282535

mailto:doug.skinner@drbsas.co.uk

