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News just in…

• An NAHT survey has found that schools have spent just over 

£8000, on average, on Covid-related costs as well as losing 

nearly £10,000 in income. The government’s exceptional cost 

fund has not been extended to this term. 52% of those who have 

had it are reporting that they have been reimbursed for less than 

half. 

• The Oak National Academy has pledged to ‘never sell its 

lessons.’ The platform will have had £4.6 million in DfE funding 

and will continue to be free. 

• The governance handbook has been updated. I will cover this in 

the main briefing, but you may want to share this with governors. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/governance-handbook#history


Test kits

• On 7th October, the DfE updated its guidance on test kits for 

schools and FE providers. You can find out how to order more tests 

here. 

• It updates advice on providing test kits to staff… 

• You may wish to consider offering a test kit in order to allow staff to 

return to work as quickly as possible if they test negative and have 

not been in close contact with a confirmed case.

• This approach should not be used for students, only for 

symptomatic staff members who are vital to the running of your 

educational setting.

• Staff who are told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace must do 

so, whatever the outcome of the test.  
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-home-test-kits-for-schools-and-fe-providers/coronavirus-covid-19-home-test-kits-for-schools-and-fe-providers#providing-test-kits-to-staff
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-home-test-kits-for-schools-and-fe-providers/coronavirus-covid-19-home-test-kits-for-schools-and-fe-providers#making-an-order-for-additional-coronavirus-tests
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-home-test-kits-for-schools-and-fe-providers/coronavirus-covid-19-home-test-kits-for-schools-and-fe-providers#providing-test-kits-to-staff


Test kits

• Schools have discretion over how they deliver kits to symptomatic 

staff members, as long as this is done safely with due regard for 

the transmission risk:

➢post the kit to the symptomatic staff member;

➢ask another member of staff to drop the kit through the letterbox of the 

symptomatic staff member’s home address;

➢ (for symptomatic staff with vehicle access) ask another member of 

staff to leave the test kit a safe distance from the symptomatic 

colleague’s vehicle at an agreed time and location. That staff member 

should then withdraw to a safe distance (at least 2 metres away) 

whilst the symptomatic staff member exits their vehicle and retrieves 

the test kit. (You know, like an illegal drop in a film, don’t get arrested 

out there people! AP)
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EYFS

• On the 7th October, the DfE released the early years foundation 

stage: coronavirus disapplications. 

• Providers will need to work to re-instate the safeguarding and 

welfare requirements in full by 26th November 2020.

• All of the learning and development and assessment 

disapplications ceased to apply as of 25th September – providers 

are now required to reinstate the EYFS for these areas in full from 

26th September

• If there is a local lockdown which prevents an early years provider 

from meeting the prescribed requirements of the EYFS, with the 

exception of the EYFS profile assessment disapplication, the 

following will be automatically applied…
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2/early-years-foundation-stage-coronavirus-disapplications


EYFS

➢Providers should use reasonable endeavours to meet the existing 

learning and development requirements, instead of this being 

something they ‘must do’.

➢The progress check at age 2 will not need to be undertaken during 

any period of intervention related to coronavirus (COVID-19).

➢Providers should still work towards the EYFSP assessment unless 

advised otherwise, no disapplication has been made for the 

EYFSP for 2020 to 2021.

➢Exceptions can be made to the qualifications that staff hold in order to 

be counted in the ratio requirements. (See section 7)

➢The requirements for paediatric first aid return to as they were during 

lockdown. ‘Reasonable endeavours’. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2/early-years-foundation-stage-coronavirus-disapplications#staff-qualifications-and-ratios-during-any-period-of-intervention-related-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2/early-years-foundation-stage-coronavirus-disapplications#disapplications-for-the-early-years-foundation-stage-section-3


Exclusions

• On 5th October, the DfE updated the statutory guidance on 

exclusions during the coronavirus outbreak. 

• There is a new section on exclusions between 25th September 

2020 and 24th March 2021. 

• This now states that most deadlines should revert back to the 

deadlines in the normal statutory guidance. 

• The deadline for the application of an independent review can be 

delayed, but must not be delayed any longer than is reasonably 

necessary because of coronavirus (COVID-19).
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-exclusion/changes-to-the-school-exclusion-process-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-exclusion/changes-to-the-school-exclusion-process-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak#timescales-for-exclusions-between-25-september-2020-and-24-march-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-exclusion


Safeguarding and remote 
education

• On the 6th October, the DfE updated its guidance on Safeguarding 

and remote education during coronavirus (COVID-19).

• This now references the possibility of local lockdowns and has links 

to more resources such as:

➢advice and support from Anti-Bullying Alliance for children who are 

being bullied;

➢Tootoot, a subscription resource providing a confidential route for 

pupils to report bullying (£400 per year);

➢ it includes all of the other resources previously highlighted like 

Thinuknow, Parent info etc. 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/safeguarding-and-remote-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/tools-information/if-youre-being-bullied
https://tootoot.co.uk/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://parentinfo.org/


Attendance
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• On the 6th October, the government site ‘explore education statistics’ 

published the attendance for up to 1st October:

➢ Over 99.8% of state-funded schools were open on 1st October. Less that 

0.2% were closed due to both COVID-19 and non-COVID-19 related 

reasons.

➢ DfE estimate 92% of state-funded schools were fully open on 1st

October. This means no groups isolating.

➢ Approximately 90% of pupils on roll in state-funded schools were in 

attendance on 1st October. (Primary 93%, Secondary 86%).

➢ Approximately 84% of all pupils with an EHCP on roll in all state-funded 

schools were in attendance on 1st October.

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/attendance-in-education-and-early-years-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/2020-week-40


Reducing workload

• The DfE is hosting three online events on reducing workload 

featuring school leaders and Ofsted.

• The hour-long events will start with a presentation from Ofsted on 

the expectations of inspections and workload.

• Delegates will then choose a  presentation from a school (primary, 

secondary or a special school).

• You can book a date here: 

➢13 October at 3pm

➢14 October at 3.30pm

➢16 October at 11am
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https://reducing-teacher-workload-dfe-13oct2020.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://reducing-teacher-workload-dfe-14oct2020.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://reducing-teacher-workload-dfe-16oct2020.eventbrite.co.uk/


School Finances
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• Effective budgeting and financial assurance in all schools 

are more important than ever.

• We offer a full range of financial support and guidance 

bespoke to your school’s needs. 

• The publication of this year’s Academies Handbook also 

makes additional demands of Academy Trusts.

• If you are not currently receiving the reliable and effective 

financial management support that you need, we can help.

Contact our friendly and helpful Operations Manager,  Doug 

Skinner on:    doug.skinner@drbsas.co.uk

07843 282535

mailto:doug.skinner@drbsas.co.uk

