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News just in…

• The Prime Minister announced the ‘Opportunity Guarantee’, 

giving every young person the chance of an apprenticeship or an 

in-work placement. The hope is that the shortages in trades such 

as builders, plumbers and pipefitters can be filled. There is also 

hope of a ‘lifetime skills guarantee’, which will enable adults who 

do not have the equivalent of two A levels to study. (Subject to 

consultation.) 

• England will not take part in the 2024 Teaching and Learning 

International Survey (TALIS). This ranks countries based on their 

teacher working conditions. Two years ago, this revealed 

teachers in England were working more hours. Ministers say that 

not taking part will help to reduce workload. (Oh good, as long as 

it’s that rather than not wanting to find out how we compare. AP)
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Critical workers

• On the 28th September, the DfE updated the list of critical workers 

who can access schools or educational settings. 

• The critical workers list looks the same as it was previously.

• The document reflects that all pupils should be in schools full time and 

that, even in areas of local restriction, schools will usually remain fully 

open to all. 

• The ‘tiers of restriction’ will ensure that extensive limitations on 

education and childcare are a last resort and that full-time on-site 

provision is available for vulnerable children and children of critical 

workers in all cases. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision


Critical workers

• There are additions to those children identified as otherwise 

vulnerable by educational providers or LAs (including children’s social 

care services), and ‘who could therefore benefit from continued full-time 

attendance, this might include’:

➢children and young people on the edge of receiving support from children’s 

social care services;

➢adopted children, those at risk of becoming NEET;

➢ those living in temporary accommodation, those who are young carers;

➢ those who may have difficulty engaging with remote education at 

home, for example due to a lack of devices or quiet space to study; (This is 

interesting…keep those without tech in school? AP)

➢others at the provider and local authority’s discretion.
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Remote education: a legal duty

• On the 1st October, the DfE published the Remote Education 

Temporary Continuity Direction: explanatory note. (Just…WOW, hold 

on to your hats! AP)

• It makes clear that schools have a legal duty to provide remote 

education for state-funded, school-age children unable to attend 

school due to coronavirus (COVID-19).

• It states that the intention of the Direction is to provide legal 

certainty for all involved in the education sector, including parents, 

teachers and schools themselves. 

• The Direction requires that where a class, group of pupils, or 

individual pupils need to self-isolate, schools are expected to 

provide immediate access to remote education.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/remote-education-temporary-continuity-direction-explanatory-note


Remote education: a legal duty

• The expectations on the quality of remote education expected of 

schools remain those set out in the guidance for full opening 

published in July 2020. 

• There will be additional funding of over £1 million to expand the 

EdTech Demonstrator programme and more laptops allocated.

• The Direction comes into force on 22nd October until the end of 

this school year. 

• The NAHT have described this as a slap in the face, saying: 

‘At every step, school leaders have done what was asked of them, 

and then gone beyond. This will be perceived as a cynical attempt by 

government to look strong by acting tough.’
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#res


Remote education guidance

• On the 1st October, the DfE published remote education good practice.

• This document outlines non-statutory suggestions to help schools to 

meet the expectations for remote learning. 

• It covers the following:

➢ensuring access to remote provision;

➢what matters most in remote education;

➢effective remote teaching provision;

➢ finding solutions in remote provision.

• It outlines replicating the classroom remotely, learning platforms, PE (!)
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/remote-education-good-practice/remote-education-good-practice


Remote education guidance

• It also looks at keeping pupils engaged, submitting work, assessing 

work, SEND etc. 

• It also recommends Oak National Academy resources as a possible 

solution. (If you haven’t looked at this since before September, take another 

look. AP)

• This document would be good for curriculum leads to see. It sets the bar 

for remote learning very high and is worth looking at.

• It references many different platforms including Zoom, Loom and 

Overwhelming Sense of Impending Doom. (That last one isn’t true, AP)

• Schools can spend their catch-up premium on remote education, for 

example purchasing additional devices or textbooks. 
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http://www.thenational.academy/


Webinars

• On the 25th September. The DfE published guidance on how to 

access school-led webinars to help to share good practice. 

• EdTech Demonstrator webinars, aimed at supporting remote 

teaching, can be found here, or schools can request bespoke 1:1 

support here. 

• There are also new webinars for school leaders. School leaders will 

be sharing what has worked for them in getting their schools set up 

to deliver remote education. The webinars lasted for 45 minutes.

➢The primary leaders took place on 30th September and the secondary 

leaders took place on1st October. 

➢Both should be available after the events on the DfE YouTube channel. 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/remote-education-webinars
https://edtech-demonstrator.lgfl.net/guidance
https://edtech-demonstrator.lgfl.net/register-your-interest
https://www.youtube.com/user/educationgovuk


Webinars

• On the 1st October, The DfE updated this guidance again to add 

dates for new webinars for teachers.

• These will last 45 minutes and will be accessed through Microsoft 

Teams: 

➢Remote teaching – primary on the 6th October 2020 at 4:00pm. This will 

be using science examples. 

➢Remote teaching – secondary on the 8th October 2020 at 4:00pm. This 

will use music and Spanish lessons as examples.  

• There will be webinars for middle leaders announced later this term. 
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https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MTdlYjdjYWYtZjJjYi00MmVmLWFjZmQtYmExNzVlM2UyOGI0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22a4d068aa-090e-4f55-a950-b1b95cea1c6b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%227d42b779-ee2f-4eb0-9a9d-72493557678a%22%2c%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3atrue%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MzViNjA5MDItYmQ4ZC00ODM5LTliZmUtNzlkNGJjMDU4YjQy%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22a4d068aa-090e-4f55-a950-b1b95cea1c6b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%227d42b779-ee2f-4eb0-9a9d-72493557678a%22%2c%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3atrue%7d


Laptops and tablets

• On 1st October, the DfE updated guidance called get laptops and 

tablets for children who cannot attend school due to coronavirus 

(COVID-19). The government also announced a further 100,000 

laptops to the scheme. 

• This states that schools will be able to get laptops for pupils in 

the event of a local lockdown. 

• This will be in addition to laptops already provided and will be for: 

➢children with no digital devices in their household;

➢children whose only available device is a smartphone;

➢children with a single device in their household that’s being shared 

with more than one other family member.
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/get-laptops-and-tablets-for-children-who-cannot-attend-school-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19


Laptops and tablets

• It is intended that this will be targeted at: 

➢pupils in years 3 to 11; (Y 12 &13 not included)

➢clinically extremely vulnerable children across all year groups who 

are shielding or self-isolating (or living with someone who is) on 

official advice;

➢children in all year groups unable to access remote education whilst 

attending school on a hospital site.

• If face to face education at a school is disrupted following official 

advice schools could receive this tech support. 

• Schools can see the number of devices they are allocated and 

nominate the person to order them here. 
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https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/start


Laptops and tablets

• There is now much more detail on when laptops can be ordered: 

• Devices can be ordered for disadvantaged children in years 3 

to 11 who are unable to attend school when:

➢a school is only open to vulnerable children and the children of 

critical workers (tier 4 primary, tier 3&4 secondary);

➢a school has 15 or more children in years 3 to 11 who are self-

isolating having each been exposed to a confirmed case outside the 

school community;

➢a local health protection team has advised a group of children in 

years 3 to 11 (such as a ‘bubble’ or year group) not to attend 

school;
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Laptops and tablets

➢a school or college is fully open, but supporting a disadvantaged child 

living in another area who is unable to attend due to local travel 

restrictions.

• Devices can be ordered for disadvantaged children in any year 

group who are unable to attend school when:

➢a child is instructed not to attend by a medical professional because 

they are shielding or someone they live with is advised to shield and is 

clinically extremely vulnerable;

➢a hospital school supports a disadvantaged child who does not have 

access to a device. 
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Laptops and tablets

• Devices cannot be ordered for disadvantaged children when: 

➢a secondary school or college is limiting attendance by operating a 

rota model (tier 2 local restrictions);

➢disadvantaged children are self-isolating because of coronavirus 

symptoms where there are fewer than 15 self-isolating children 

within a school and no broader recommendations to a ‘bubble’ or 

year group have been made;

➢disadvantaged children are self-isolating following arrival in the UK.(eg

quarantined) 

• Schools are expected to manage absences of limited numbers 

using existing resources. (You know, it being a legal duty and that AP)
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Laptops and tablets

• You may expect to be ‘offered’ laptops in the event of sending a 

bubble home, having taken PHE advice. Prior to this new update, 

one of our wonderful headteachers (AT) did not receive 

notification and chased this with the DfE. 

• It would appear that the first point of reference is the DfE 

attendance register. Part of the response reads: 

• Your school should report such a closure through the educational 

setting status form. It continues-

• ‘I'd suggest ensuring you can complete the DfE attendance form 

so that if your school does close to bubbles or year groups in year 

3 - 6 we can open you to order devices.’
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https://form.education.gov.uk/service/educational-setting-status


Laptops and tablets

• It goes onto say that, subject to stock, the majority of devices will 

reach schools within one working day, with all devices delivered 

within 48 working hours of being ordered by a school.

• So, the educational setting status form is not statutory 

buuuuuuut… If you want the laptops, you may need to let them 

know if you have closed a bubble via that form. 

• If you close a bubble within Y3-Y11, order your allocation as soon 

as you can as they will become the property of the school once 

you receive them. 
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Laptops and devices, first 
phase

• On the 1st October the DfE updated its guidance on the first phase of 

laptops, tablets and routers. They have updated the section on device 

ownership and responsibilities. 

• This now states that:

➢LAs and academy trusts own and manage the equipment they received, 

and lend them to families, children and young people.

➢ LAs and academy trusts can choose to transfer ownership to individual 

schools, or where it is deemed appropriate, gift devices to care leavers, or 

children and families with social workers.

➢Safeguarding should be considered when deciding whether to gift a 

device, and relevant parties (such as social workers, schools and carers) 

should be involved in making the decision. 
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/laptops-tablets-and-4g-wireless-routers-provided-during-coronavirus-covid-19#history
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/laptops-tablets-and-4g-wireless-routers-provided-during-coronavirus-covid-19#device-ownership-and-responsibilities


Covid map

• The National Education Union (NEU) has launched a website to 

show the Covid infection rate around individual schools. 

• The map service allows you to put your school name into the 

search and see both the Covid rate around the school (per 

100,000) and the rate more locally.  

• This could be interesting to search, but the NEU are hoping that 

users will also email MPs to support their demands to make 

schools safer. 
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https://schoolcovidmap.org.uk/


Attendance
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• On the 29th September, the government site ‘explore education 

statistics’ published the attendance for up to 24th September:

➢ Over 99.8% of state-funded schools were open on 24th September. Less 

that 0.2% were closed due to both COVID-19 and non-COVID-19 related 

reasons.

➢ DfE estimate 93% of state-funded schools were fully open on 24th

September. This means no groups isolating.

➢ Approximately 88% of pupils on roll in state-funded schools were in 

attendance on 24th September. (Primary 91%, Secondary 84%)

➢ Approximately 81% of all pupils with an EHCP on roll in all state-funded 

schools were in attendance on 24th September. 

https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/attendance-in-education-and-early-years-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak


Free school meals

• A freedom of information request has discovered that the original 

Edenred contract with the DfE had the Easter holidays built into it 

when it was initially agreed in March.

• The government said that this was set up to ensure flexibility. 

• However, Michael Gove, did not announce the decision to continue 

providing the vouchers until 4th April.

• This was the day after most schools broke up for the holiday.

• Campaigners say that the government’s stance was disingenuous at 

the time.

• A spokesperson for the NAHT, the school leaders’ union, said it was 

‘immensely frustrating’ to discover the option to keep pupils fed was 

‘there all along’.
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Apprentices

• On the 28th September, the EFSA updated their guidance on 

apprenticeships. 

• As well as the £1000 employers receive for hiring an apprentice, if 

employers take on an apprentice before 31st January, they will qualify 

for:

➢£2,000 for apprentices aged 16 to 24;

➢£1,500 for apprentices aged 25 and over.

• 50% of this will be paid after 90 days and the rest after the full year. 

This money is not ringfenced and can be spent on anything to support 

your organisation’s costs.

• (This is not strictly coronavirus, but the date is tight and the information is 

only really useful for this term. AP)
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/incentive-payments-for-hiring-a-new-apprentice


Autumn exams 

• On the 29th September, the DfE updated its guidance called 

responsibility for autumn exams.

• This makes clear that schools can apply for special consideration to 

be awarded should pupils be unable to attend some exams. This is 

provided that candidates have completed 25% of the 

assessments in the subject if there are multiple exams. 

• Those who cannot attend (possibly due to lockdown restrictions) 

and who have not completed 25% of assessments will only have 

the option to take the exam in summer 2021. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series#history


AS and A level entries

• On the 1st October, Ofqual published the number of entries for AS 

and A level in the autumn exam series in England.

• Over 20,000 students have entered for these exams.

• Maths, chemistry and biology have the highest number of entries. 

• Mathematics accounts for a fifth of all entries. 

• 43% of entrants are classified as ‘other’ which will include home 

schooled or private candidates. These students would often not 

have a centre assessment grade. 

• Exams are due to start on 5th October. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/entries-for-as-and-a-level-autumn-2020-exam-series


School Finances
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• Effective budgeting and financial assurance in all schools 

are more important than ever.

• We offer a full range of financial support and guidance 

bespoke to your school’s needs. 

• The publication of this year’s Academies Handbook also 

makes additional demands of Academy Trusts.

• If you are not currently receiving the reliable and effective 

financial management support that you need, we can help.

Contact our friendly and helpful Operations Manager,  Doug 

Skinner on:    doug.skinner@drbsas.co.uk

07843 282535

mailto:doug.skinner@drbsas.co.uk

