
   Safeguarding Newsletter – September 2020                                          

Welcome back to a new academic year. It’s been a difficult 7 months for you all but I hope that 

you all managed to have some rest over the summer.  

The Government suspended their Keeping Children Safe in Education consultation back in March 

and I had hoped that we would be spared any changes considering what else was going on. How 

optimistic was I, the good news is that some of the major changes were not implemented but 

there have been a few changes that you will need to put into your school’s policy and practices. 

KCSIE Sept 2020    Part 1   

So what’s new? 

The impact of coronavirus has led to a reduced capacity for the DfE to  update Keeping Children 

Safe in Education 2020. This has meant that they have only updated the guidance in three 

situations: 

1. Where legislation requires it 

2. To add helpful information 

3. To provide important clarification 

 

NEW Definition of Safeguarding   

The definition of safeguarding has been expanded to specifically mention ‘mental and physical’ 

health. 

4. Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is defined for the purposes of this guidance 

as: 

 protecting children from maltreatment; 

 preventing impairment of children’s mental and physical health or development; 

 ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and 

effective care; and 

 taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/912592/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_Sep_2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/912593/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_part_1_Sep_2020.pdf


When schools should call the police 

One document that is available now, and is referenced in this version of Keeping Children Safe in 

Education 2020, is ‘When to call the police’ produced by the National Police Chiefs Council (NPCC). 

(This NPCC advice does not cover safeguarding incidents. Where a child is suffering, or is likely to 

suffer from harm, it is important that a referral to children’s social care (and if appropriate the 

police) is made immediately. Referrals should follow the local referral process. 

When to call the police 

 

Safer recruitment and managing allegations against staff 

The harm test in Part Four, allegations made against staff, has had a fourth bullet point 

added:  [where a staff member has] ‘behaved or may have behaved in a way that indicates they 

may not be suitable to work with children’. This is to take account of situations where a person’s 

behaviour outside school may suggest ‘transferable risk’. For example, where a member of staff or 

volunteer is involved in an incident outside of school which did not involve children but could have 

an impact on their suitability to work with children’ (see paragraph 211). 

 

Supply Teachers 

The safer recruitment section, and the managing allegations section, refers to the particular risks 

that may arise when employing supply teachers. 

Where there is an allegation about a supply teacher (see paragraphs 213 – 217), the KCSIE 

guidance says, ‘Whilst schools and colleges are not the employer of supply teachers, they should 

ensure allegations are dealt with properly. ‘In no circumstances should a school or college decide 

to cease to use a supply teacher due to safeguarding concerns, without finding out the facts and 

liaising with the local authority designated officer (LADO) to determine a suitable outcome’ 

(paragraph 215). 

‘The school or college will usually take the lead [in any investigation] because agencies do not have 

direct access to children or other school staff, so they will not be able to collect the facts when an 

allegation is made, nor do they have all the relevant information required by the LADO as part of 

the referral process.’ (paragraph 216) 

 

The role of the DSL 

DSLs need to take into account the learning from the following review: Help, protection, 

education: concluding the Children in Need review June 2019 (see especially page 38) 

The relevant paragraph about the new DSL role is below (see Keeping Children Safe in Education 

2020, page 100): 

 help promote educational outcomes by sharing the information about the welfare, 

safeguarding and child protection issues that children, including children with a social 

worker, are experiencing, or have experienced, with teachers and school and college 

https://www.npcc.police.uk/documents/Children%20and%20Young%20people/When%20to%20call%20the%20police%20guidance%20for%20schools%20and%20colleges.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/809236/190614_CHILDREN_IN_NEED_PUBLICATION_FINAL.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/809236/190614_CHILDREN_IN_NEED_PUBLICATION_FINAL.pdf


leadership staff. Their role could include ensuring that the school or college, and their staff, 

know who these children are, understand their academic progress and attainment and 

maintain a culture of high aspirations for this cohort; supporting teaching staff to identify 

the challenges that children in this group might face and the additional academic support 

and adjustments that they could make to best support these children. 

 

Criminal exploitation 

A new paragraph as been added to provide staff with information on criminal and sexual 

exploitation. Criminal Exploitation. The NSPCC have produced a useful resource to use with staff 

Gangs and criminal exploitation  

 

From violence to abuse 

Domestic abuse and honour-based abuse to recognise the non-violent forms of abuse that can 

occur. It is also made clear the impact that domestic abuse can have on children when they 

witness it. There is also reference and link to Operation Encompass 

 

School’s will need to change policies and procedures to reflect these changes.  

 

 

Mental Health 

KCSIE says that “all staff should be aware that mental health problems can, in some cases be an 

indicators that’s a child has suffered or is at risk of suffering from abuse, neglect or exploitation”. 

It references several advice and guidance documents: 

Preventing and Tackling Bullying 

Mental Health and Behaviour in Schools 

Promoting children and young people's emotional health and wellbeing 

And points to useful resources Rise Above 

The DfE are providing funding to support costs for a senior mental health leads and the national 

roll out of Link Programme  which will be available to all schools and colleges by 2025. 

The Children's Society and Young Minds have both reported concerns about children and young 

people’s mental health during the pandemic and this may well be an issue that you will be tackling 

as the term roles on. The NSPCC has written some advice and guidance NSPCC. 

Place2Be have launched free online training for school staff Place2Be register here 

Some other useful school resources: 

Time to change 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/863323/HOCountyLinesGuidance_-_Sept2018.pdf
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/gangs-criminal-exploitation/
https://www.operationencompass.org/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/623895/Preventing_and_tackling_bullying_advice.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/755135/Mental_health_and_behaviour_in_schools__.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/414908/Final_EHWB_draft_20_03_15.pdf
https://riseabove.org.uk/
https://www.annafreud.org/schools-and-colleges/research-and-practice/the-link-programme/
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/news-and-blogs/our-blog/young-peoples-mental-health-and-well-being-during-covid-19
https://youngminds.org.uk/about-us/media-centre/press-releases/parent-survey-reveals-widespread-concerns-about-mental-health-impact-of-covid-19-on-young-people-s-mental-health/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/away-from-home/at-school/
https://www.place2be.org.uk/about-us/news-and-blogs/2020/august/place2be-launches-free-online-training-programme-for-50-000-uk-teachers/
https://www.time-to-change.org.uk/get-involved/get-involved-schools/mental-health-resources-teachers


Young Minds 

Place2Be 

Mental Health Foundation 

Mentally Health Schools 

Kooth an online a digital online mental health support service for young people 

 

Safeguarding guidance and Covid 19 

The NSPCC have published to useful documents and safeguarding and Covind-19.  

For schools 

For Early Years providers 

In these unusual times it will be important to make sure that your safeguarding policy Covid-19 

annex is kept up to date with your school’s and LA procedures. 

 

Covid-19 

Public Health England have published advice and guidance for parents and carers supporting 

young people’s mental health and wellbeing during the pandemic. This is a useful read for school 

staff too. The guidance is available in several different languages. 

Supporting wellbeing guidance  

In March they also published and easy read guide for looking after your feelings and body, which 

may still be relevant. 

Looking after your body and feelings 

SWGFL have produced a resource for planning for blended learning in the case of local lockdowns. 

Safer blended learning 

 

 

Online safety 

Fakes have been around for many years. Photoshopped images and the myriad of 'face swap' apps 

are nothing new. The technology is getting better, the amount of images required to make a 

deepfake are getting fewer, and typically, it is women that are being targeted. But you can always 

tell they're fake (albeit just as traumatising). Deepfakes are becoming more mainstream and 

although they may not be an issue yet in schools staff need to be aware of them. Deepfake article 

This is how good they can be Boris Johnson YouTube  

A new app to keep an eye out for is Triller, it’s been around for a while, and is similar to TikTok, 

and like all apps it has made a resurgence over the pandemic. 

https://youngminds.org.uk/resources/school-resources/
https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/services-for-schools/mental-health-resources-for-schools/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/make-it-count-guide-for-teachers
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/resources/
https://www.kooth.com/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/2154/coronavirus-briefing-safeguarding-guidance-and-information.pdf
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/2225/coronavirus-briefing-safeguarding-guidance-early-years.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/876989/Easy_read_looking_after_your_feelings_and_body.pdf
https://swgfl.org.uk/assets/documents/safer-blended-learning.pdf
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/deepfake-porn-websites-videos-law
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gHbF-4anWbE


Reporting harmful content to large media companies can be seen as pointless. In 2019  RHC was a 

new, free service set up by the South West Grid for Learning to allow young people (over the age 

of 13) to report content they deemed to be harmful in order to assist in getting the content 

removed. They have recently released their first year report. They found for example cases 

involving bullying and harassment were the most common, followed by impersonation, threats 

and abuse. In the majority of instances the practitioners at RHC were able to take successful action 

on 92% of the content. 62% of this was done within 72 hours. The link for this service for your 13 

to 18 year olds is Report harmful content  

This report gives an interesting insight into the digital relationships of young people, it’s a long 

read but worth it. Look at Me  

Education for a Connected World was updated 2020 edition There are significant changes, with 

additions such as voice-activated searching, upskirting, social influencers and deepfakes, plus the 

use of banter and a more in-depth focus on digital consent, sexting-related 

technology and protected characteristics and the authors have made a 13min audio update Audio 

update to make it easier. 

UK Safer Internet Centre have produced 2 useful leaflets for embedding internet safety across the 

curriculum Primary and Secondary  

 

Safeguarding young people from racism  

Farrer and Co have produced a quick 3 min read on safeguarding young people form racism and 

creating an anti-racist culture Racism  

 

 

 

FGM 

In July the guidance was updated July 2020 but there are no changes to the statutory reporting 

arrangements.  

 

Domestic Abuse 

In June the NSPCC published a briefing on learning form serious case reviews. It looks at learning 

from case reviews published since 2019, where children experienced domestic abuse. The reviews 

suggest professionals sometimes struggle to keep their focus on children when they are working 

with families where there is domestic abuse. Learning highlights that professionals need to 

understand the dynamics of domestic abuse and the effect it can have on children, and not make 

assumptions about gender roles within relationships where there is domestic abuse. It concludes 

that professionals must prioritise the impact that living with domestic abuse has on children. DA 

https://reportharmfulcontent.com/child/
https://www.internetmatters.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Internet-Matters-Look-At-Me-Report-1.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/896323/UKCIS_Education_for_a_Connected_World_.pdf
https://safeblog.lgfl.net/2020/07/education-for-a-connected-world-2020-audio-update/
https://safeblog.lgfl.net/2020/07/education-for-a-connected-world-2020-audio-update/
https://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Embedding-Online-Safety---Primary.pdf
https://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Embedding-Online-Safety---Secondary.pdf
https://www.farrer.co.uk/news-and-insights/safeguarding-children-from-racism-and-creating-an-anti-racist-culture/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/912996/6-1914-HO-Multi_Agency_Statutory_Guidance_on_FGM__-_MASTER_V7_-_FINAL__July_2020.pdf
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/media/1335/learning-from-case-reviews_domestic-abuse.pdf


The Wolverhampton Domestic Violence Forum deliver training on Domestic Abuse, Rape and 

Sexual Assault and Honour Based Abuse. I have done these, and I can highly recommend them. 

They have been delivering via Teams during the pandemic.  

 

 

Wolverhampton Partnership Training 

Training is still going ahead and there is a range of training for DSLs and DDSLs and other staff on 

the website, Multi-agency training, places are limited due to the training taking place on Teams as 

least for the foreseeable future. If you add your name to the waiting list then additional training 

will hopefully be put on. 

 

Other updated documents over the summer: 

School attendance with a Covid addendum 

OfSTED's Education plans for Autumn Term 2020 

OfSTED’s interim plans for Early Years providers 

I hope that the Autumn Term goes well for you all and that I might see some of you over the 

coming months, even if it is isn’t face to face. If you have an queries, concerns or if there is 

anything you would like addressed in future newsletters then you can always contact me through 

ConnectED or directly at ciyannb8@gmail.com  

Stay safe 

Ann                       

https://www.wolverhamptonsafeguarding.org.uk/training/multi-agency-training?layout=table
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907535/School_attendance_guidance_for_2020_to_2021_academic_year.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance/addendum-recording-attendance-in-relation-to-coronavirus-covid-19-during-the-2020-to-2021-academic-year
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-plans-from-september-2020
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/interim-visits-registered-early-years-providers
mailto:ciyannb8@gmail.com

